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SUBJECT: CREW VISAS FOR PANAM 

REF: WARSAW 7347 OF 12/13/74 AND PREVIOUS 

1. PANAM HAS DETERMINED FEB 1 DEADLINE FOR POLISH CREW 
MEMBERS IMPOSSIBLE TO MEET, WITHOUT LIKELY FLIGHT DIS- 
RUPTION S .VIOLATION S OF LABOR CONTRACT, AND ECONOMIC LOSS. 
POLISH CONSUL GENERAL HERE HAS ASSURED DEPARTMENT AND PANAM 
ERRONEOUS REPORT THAT 2000 APPLICATIONS ALREADY HAD BEEN 
SUBMITTED (AS OPPOSED TO NEEDED) DID NOT COME FROM POLISH 
EMBASSY. FURTHER, CONSUL GENERAL INFORMED BOTH PANAM AND 
DEPARTMENT THAT HE RECOGNIZES A SERIOUS PROBLEM EXISTS AND 
HAS RECOMMENDED TO MFA MINIMUM 30-DAY EXTENSION OF DEAD- 
LINE. 

2. PANAM BELIEVES THAT PROBLEMS RESULTING FROM INITIATION 
OF VISA REQUIREMENT WILL BE OVERCOME. CONSUL GENERAL HERE 
AND PANAM ARE ALSO URGING FUTURE VISA ISSUANCE IN NEW YORK. 
THIS WILL BE PARTICULARLY VALUABLE AS A SOLUTION TO PANAM 
VISA TANGLE. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM GOP THATIT WOULD 
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HOPE THAT MINIMUM 30-DAY EXTENSION CAN BE GRANTED PANAM 

IN ORDER TO AVOID FLIGHT DISRUPTIONS AND POSSIBLE CAN- 
CELLATIONS; MENTION SHOULD BE MADE OF UTILITY OF NEW 
YORK ISSUANCE. KISSINGER 
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